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Shalom!
May the grace of our

God give you peace and

strength in Messiah

Yeshua until the day of

His return! One of my

greatest privileges is

leading tours to lsrael.

Not only do I get to

teach from the Word

about Yeshua and my

homeland, but I also get
to witness the incredible

reaction of people seeing

places they've only
dreamed of. One of my

favorite such places is

FROM

the Mt. of Olives. I love

looking at the faces of my

brothers and sisters in

Messiah when they see

the amazing view ofthis

special place for the first

time. The emotions, the

tears, and the smiles are

incredibly touching.

When I teach at this

location, | read from

Matthew 24:3, which says,

"And as He was sitting on

the Mount of Olives..."

Just the mere thought
that my Messiah was

sitting and teaching on

MORAN

that mountain is mind-

boggling and amazing to

me! Reading prophecies
about the Mountain itself,

such as Zechariah 14:4,

"And in that day His feet
will stand on the Mount

of Olives, which is in

front ofjerusalem, on the

east..." is astonishing to

me. I can close my eyes

for a moment and just

imagine that glorious and

amazing day.

And then, I look at

Jerusalem today and

my heart grows heavy.

Jerusalem, the city I love

- God's city, the city that

He put His name on - is

full of spiritual darkness,

religious oppression,
and desperation. i see

great deception at some

ofJerusalem’s famous

sites, such as the Temple
Mount. This is deception
that many even admire,
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lthoutherusalem
has been a liberated

and united cityfor 50

years already, there is one

way in whichJerusalem
remains especially

captive: in the media. In

the media,Jerusalem is an

occupied city oppressed

by an unjust military—a
violent, backwards and

racist city in which Jewish

cops kill innocent Arab

youth. Even in pro-Israel
media, acts of terrorism

in the city can become the

main focus.

ontrary to what the

media has often

portrayed, the Israeli

Police are not and cannot

be racist towards Arabs.

Many of the police
officers shown in the

media as an example
of Israeli aggression
towards Arab youth
have themselves been

Arab police. In fact, the

second highest—ranking
officer in the Israeli

Police, headquartered
inJerusaIem, is an Arab

Muslim. The head of the

Israeli Police, though

Jewish, is himselfvery
familiar with Arab culture

as he is the son ofa

YemeniteJewish father

and a MoroccanJewish
mother (his parents are

from Arabic speaking
Muslim nations).

he truth is that far

fewer people are

affected by violence each

day in Jerusalem than in

almost any big city in the

US. In factJerusalem is

safer than many of the

worlds biggest cities.

Rather than being a

racist city or a city that

is dangerous for Arab

youth,Jerusalem actually
serves as a model of

how maximum peace

can be achieved in spite
of complicated realities.

Although constant

negative media attention

has madeJerusaIem out

to look like a backwards

and oppressive city, the

opposite is true. People
from every nation come

to this city to share in

a beautiful experience
of cultural diversity and

technological excellence

that is unique to the

Jerusalem of our day. I've

never met someone, who

upon visitingJerusalem
for the first time, was

not surprised by how

safe they felt and how

developed the city is

today.

ne of the first and

most captivating

things for visitors to Israel

(as well as many Israelis)

is the beautifully forested

landscape on the way

intoJerusalem when

coming from the airport
in Tel Aviv. Throughout

Jerusalem greenery

abounds. Israelis invest in

landscaping both at home

and in the workplace, so

that this arid city is full of

life throughout the year.

love going for walks in

this city because the

fragrances of the different

trees, bushes, and vines

throughout the city are

a most pleasing aroma.

During most times of

the year, it is possible to

admire any of a variety of

fruit trees, olive trees, or

almond trees when they
are in season. Throughout
the year, as I walk along
the paths ofJerusalem, I

love to pick rosemary or

lavender and smell it as I

go on my way.

lthoutherusalem
is the largest city in
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Israel, walking on the

trails along the valleys
that lead to the Dead

Sea, I often see sheep
and goats grazing on the

hillsides, their shepherds

nearby. In the valley
that was referred to in

the New Testament as

"Gehenna", I often see the

horse owners of that area

offering rides to children

in the place that in ancient

times served as a place
to sacrifice children to

Molech. What a beautiful

picture of God’s ability
to take what was once

used for wickedness and

instead turn it into a place

ofjoy.

Well
cared for nature

trails and parks
(free of trash and full of

life) abound in the city of

Jerusalem today. Today,
there are more than 1,500

public parks and gardens
in this city, most of them

built or renovated since

1967! These parks are a

strategic place to promote

peace, a peace that I have

had thejoy of personally

experiencing time and

time again. Many times

have I enjoyed open

dialogue in these parks

with Muslims,Jews and

visitors to Israel all at the

same time as we enjoy
these well cared for

spaces together.

actually live in the

part ofJerusalem that

the media presents as

occupied and I can testify
to the reality that this

part ofJerusalem is not

“occupied", but rather

free. In my neighborhood,
I enjoy regular and

positive interactions

with neighbors from

every background: Arab

Muslims, Arab Christians,

Jews, and visitors to

Israel. They come over

to my house and I go

over to theirs in peace.

This freedom to live in

close proximity to all of

these groups in peace

is a freedom that I am

confident flows from the

liberation ofJerusalem 50

years ago!

can’t begin to convey

to you the relief I feel

each day, when I forget
about the news for a

moment and talk with my

neighbors and find that

things are still okay with

them. Does terrorism



threaten Israel every day
of its existence? Yes. Is

that terrorism successful

in makingJerusalem
a frightening place to

live? No. People are

cautious in Jerusalem,
and situationally aware,

but Israeli security really
is among the best in the

world and so most of us

enjoy a life of surprising

safety in spite of the

threats.

Another
wonderful

place to meet

people from all

different backgrounds

inJerusalem is in the

museums. Israel is the

nation with the highest
number of museums

per ca pita of any nation

on earth—many of

the most renowned of

museums in Israel are

based inJerusalem. One

of the most renowned

museums in the world for

archeology is the Israel

Museum inJerusalem,
which among other

outstanding collections,

features the manuscripts
of the Dead Sea Scrolls

along with items found in

the Qumran settlement

to which the scrolls

belonged. Art museums

are also in no short

supply inJerusalem.
Museums featuring every

culture and period in

Israel’s history—Jewish,
Muslim, Christian, and

others—may be found

across the city.

long with museums,

Jerusalem is home to

a number of educational

and cultural centers

that offer life-giving

opportunities for those

living in or visiting

Jerusalem. Theaters and

cultural centers such as

those found in the vicinity

ofJerusalem’s "First Train

Station" offer a meeting

point for people to

explore a great diversity
of activities together.

Every week at the First

Train Station, activities

such as folk dancing,

culinary shows, and music

performances arejust
a few of the abundant

culturally enriching

opportunities available

in Jerusalem now fully 50

years since its liberation.

One of the most touching

things to see is how quick
Israelis are to help when

they see someone with

an injury or disability.

Just a few months ago, I

sprained my ankle. People
who saw me were quick
to give me their seat on

the bus or even pay for

a cab to make sure that

I got where I needed to

go without stressing my

sprained ankle any worse

than I had to.

erusalem today is a

leader in developing
innovative transportation
solutions for everyone

who needs to get around.

Some of the most exciting
innovations coming out

ofJerusalem right now

are those of Mobileye,
a company that was

recently purchased by
Intel. Mobileye is very

close to releasing the next

generation of systems
for cars that will allow

for hands-free driving

using highly accurate

navigational technology.

nother innovative

transportation
solution for which

Jerusalem is known

in Israel is its light rail

train, which has been in

operation since 2011.

Jerusalem’s light rail train

was the first of its kind in

Israel and has since led to

a drop in the air pollution
of the city to a fifth of

what it was previously.
More than 150,000 people
take the Jerusalem light
rail train every day!

s with other cities in

the world, Jerusalem
also offers more location

specific transportation
within the city. Two

excellent bus companies

as well as quality taxi

services offer easy and

quick transportation to

every part of the city. One

of the bus companies in

the city even has a deal

with the light rail train

company so that those

who transfer between

them can pay for a single
ride rather than paying for

every transfer.

ne more thing that

makes Jerusalem

especially nice today is

that it is the center of

all government offices

In Israel. Access to all

government services is

offered in both Arabic

and Hebrew, along with

many services even being
offered in English and

Russian as well. As the

capital of Israel,Jerusa|em
serves as the place where

Israel hosts

all of its

biggest

celebrations and

ceremonies in the course

of each year. Again, it's

because of the liberation

ofJerusalem 50 years

ago and its status as the

undivided capital of Israel

that all ofthis is possible

today.

hile the media

paintsJerusalem out

to be a place of continual

conflict and oppression,
those of us who live here

(Jew, Arab and other)

enjoy an unprecedented
level of access to the best

this flourishing nation

has to offer. Rather than

being underprivileged,

Jerusalem is home

to some of the most

privileged people in

the world: we have the

privilege of living in the

holiest city on earth;

we have the privilege
of enjoying some of

the best services and

attractions Israel has to

offer; and we have the

privilege of seeing peace

in spite of hostility. In the

highly cultured and free

atmosphere ofJerusalem

today, a generation is

growing up that has not

seen the tragedies of the

Six Day War and that has

had access to every part

ofJerusalem since their

birth.

U
nfortunately, UN

resolutions and the

media often conceal

these outstanding
realities in Jerusalem

today, instead preferring
to present Israel as an

"occupied" city in need

of liberation. This

distorted view of

Jerusalem not only
affects foreign views

of Israel but also

complicates the security
situation in Israel as

many Arabs of Israel are

led to believe that (in

spite of the privileges

they enjoy), Israel is out

to destroy them and take

away their homes and

their livelihoods.

ack in July when the

three terrorists killed

those two Druze police
officers on the Temple
Mount, I remember

chatting with one of my

Arab neighbors about

the situation. At the

time, Muslim leaders

had instructed Muslims

to pray on the Mount of

Olives instead of on the

Temple Mount in protest
of metal detectors that

were set up to prevent
further use of guns by
terrorists on the Temple

Mount. My neighbor was

given the impression by
these leaders, however,

not that they were praying
elsewhere because of a

protest but that they were

no longer praying on the

Temple Mount because

the Jews wouldn't let

them. This misinformation

was the result of Muslim

leaders saying one thing
to Israel and the world,

but another thing to

the poor people who

just wanted to go back

to normal. All of these

lies of Muslim leaders

are reinforced when

organizations like the

UN and popular media

sources promote the

portrayal ofJerusalem
as being an oppressed
and occupied city. The

result is that people like

my neighbor are led to

take offense against Israel

about an issue that was

never Israel’s fault to

begin with.

As
we continue to

celebrate 50 years

since the liberation and

reunification of this city,
I encourage you to pray

with us for the continued

increase of peace in this

most holy city! Although
the Arabs of Israel are still

subject to the lies that

are especially prevalent
in Muslim media and in

much of western media

as well, God is on our

side and He's ready to do

a new thing in the land

of Israel today.Join us

in celebrating the good

things that have already
been accomplished

here.Join us in praying

especially for those who

have dared to serve in

Jerusalem to make this

city a safe and secure

place for peoples from

every tribe, tongue and

nation to come and

worship our God. And

most of all, pray that

everyone in this city
will come to the saving

knowledge of Messiah! .z‘
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This week in synagogues

throughout the world,

the annual cycle of Torah

readings begins (the

Torah is also known as

the "Books of Moses"

or the first five books of

the Bible). In this series

of blogs, I intend to

follow the weekly portion

(parasha) of Scripture as

they are being read in the

synagogues, and to write

short commentaries on

them.

This is notjust pertinent

tojewish followers

of Messiah; we can

all -Jew and Gentile

alike- gain a great deal

of insight in these Torah

readings! I am writing to

all of us, since it is my

sincere desire for us to

understand that Yeshua

the Messiah, the Son of

the Living God, is not

some type of "n ew” (two

thousand year old) idea,

but rather existed from

even before the creation

of the world! I want us to

see Him for who He was,

is, and will always be. I

also want us to have a

renewed love ofthe living
Word!

As always, I desire to

point out the great pearls
of wisdom that are in

the weekly Scripture

readings; these are the

"hidden treasures" found

in the Word that can

enrich our lives and bring
us closer to Him every

day:
”

My son, ifyou receive

my words and treasure
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up my commandments

with you, makingyour

ear attentive to wisdom

and incliningyour heart

to understanding; yes, if

you call out for insight
and raise your voice for

understanding, ifyou seek

it like silver and search for
it as for hidden treasures,

then you will understand

the fear of the LORD and

find the knowledge of
God.” Proverbs 2:1 -5

There is another

important aspect that I

want to focus on in the

coming year of this blog
series, and that is what

Rav Sha’ul (Paul) refers to

as "the mystery' found in

the Word of God, which

was revealed to him

(Rom 16:25-26, Eph 3:3,

etc). And that mystery is

Yeshua Himself, who was

the Word made flesh and

came to dwell among us:

"In the beginning was the

Word, and the Word was

with God, and the Word

was God. He was in the

beginning with God. All

things came into being

by Him, and apart from
Him nothing came into

being that has come into

being. In Him was life,
and the life was the light

ofmen. And the light
shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not

comprehend it. "John
1 :1 -4

"The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling

among us. We have seen

his gIOIy, the glory of the

one and only Son, who

came from the Father, full

ofgrace and truth. "John
1 :14

This week’s reading
describes the Creation of

the World and everything
in it. It opens with the

words, "In the beginning
God created- ”(Genesis

1:1 a). God is the Creator

of the world; this world

belongs to Him and, as

His creation, we are to

abide in Him and accept
His will.

It then goes on to

describe how God

actually created, which is

by His word. It is written

numerous times that,

”God said..."(Genesis 1

verses 3,6,9,1 1,14,20,24

and 26) and indeed

within the first 25 verses

of the Bible, we learn

of God’s amazing and

perfect creation of this

world and everything
within it.

However, in verse 26,

we find the greatest

mystery contained in the

Scriptures: "Then God

said, ”Let Us make man

in Our image, according
to Our likeness; and let

them rule over the fish

of the sea and over the

birds of the 1sky and over

the cattle and over all

the earth, and over evely
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creeping thing that creeps

on the earth.""

Who did God speak to,

saying "Let US make man

in Our image, according
to Our Iikeness?”This

is a topic of intense

debate amongjewish
scholars, and the general
consensus among those

who do not believe in

Messiah Yeshua is that

God speaks here to

angels. However, this

answer does not make

sense since they basically

say that God is equal to

His angels, which are also

His created beings. How

can this be?

God clearly speaks to

someone of the exact

same image (figure,

identity and character)

and likeness (shadow or

shade). God can be the

only one who is equal to

God. So, who could it be?

The answer is found in

Genesis 3:8:

"And they heard the

sound (voice) of the LORD

God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife
hid themselves from the

presence of the LORD God

among the trees of the

garden." In the "Onkelos

Tirgom" (an ancient

Aramaic translation of

the Torah), it translates

this verse as, "And they

80d; Week
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heard the voice of the

Word of God walking in

the garden..." (emphasis
mine) Who is the Word of
God? Yeshua, His Son, our

Messiah!

Yeshua was present at

the Creation of the world;

not only that, but He is

the conduit by which

the Father brought all

things into being. He is

the Word through which

the Father spoke the

world into existence. And

through Yeshua, Adam

and Eve had fellowship
with God, just as it is

today for us who have

fellowship with the

Father through Yeshua,

our High Priest.

In closing, Iwant to

remind us of the wisdom

found in the Word of

God, which contains

great "hidden treasures."

(Proverbs 2:1 -5) His

word gives us the only
tools we'll ever need for

abundant life. It is my

hope and prayer that

each of you reading
these blog entries will

discover anew the

answer to the "mystery”
in the only solution that

God Himselfgives, in His

Son, the living Word. Only
in Him will we find true

knowledge of God. ;‘
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such as the Golden Dome

of the Rock, which is a

monument to a false god,
the temporary prince of

the earth and his armies.

I see the volatile center of

conflicts, and of lies and

deceit.

But I do not despair. I

am reminded that this is

only temporary, that all I

see here and now isjust
for a period of time. The

truth is that it will all be

gone one day, and will be

made new. I look fon~ard

to the day when the

Groom will come for His

Bride, and greatjoy will

fill her streets. It will be

a day when the tears of

sadness will be replaced

continuedfrom page 1

with great tears of joy!
The Comforter will bring
His everlasting comfort,

His Kingdom to a new

heaven and new earth:

”And I saw a new heaven

and a new earth; for the

first heaven and the first
earth passed away, and

there is no longer any sea.

And I saw the holy city,
newjerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from
God, made ready as a

bride adornedfor her

husband. And I heard

aloud voice from the

throne, saying, ’Behold,

the tabernacle of God is

among men, and He shall

dwell among them, and

they shall be His people,

and God Himselfshall

be among them, and He

shall wipe away every

tearfrom their eyes; and

there shall no longer be

any death; there shall no

longer be any mourning,
or crying, orpain; the first

things have passed away.’
And He who sits on the

throne said, ’Behold, I am

making all things new.’

And He said, Write, for
these words arefaithful
and true/And He said to

me, ’It is done. I am the

Alpha and the Omega, the

beginning and the end. I

will give to the one who

thirsts from the spring of
the water of life without

cost. He who overcomes

PROJECT UPDATE

FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH

Discipleship Book
We at Hope for Israel

strongly believe in the

importance of making

disciples; it is a central

part of the work we do

every day. Over the years

we recognized a need

for a discipleship book in

Hebrew, written from a

Jewish perspective that

was easy to understand,

yet faithful to the biblical

foundations of faith in

Messiah.

So, we decided to do

something about it!

During the past five

years, Moran and our

longtime friend and

ministry partner, Baruch

Korman, met to study

together and write what

would ultimately become,

The Foundations of

the Faith. This book

is especially aimed at

helping Israeli believers

gain clarity about the

foundations of faith in

shall inherit these things,
and I will be his God

and he will be My son.
”’

Revelation 21 :1-7

As I look forward to that

day, I understand how

crucial our obedience to

proclaim His Kingdom
is. Laboring for the

Kingdom is one of the

greatest privileges, but

with that comes great

responsibility.

My dear friends, for the

past few yea rs I devoted

most of my ministry
to exhort the Body of

Messiah in two areas:

to be prepared and to

prepare others. For yea rs,

many looked at me like

Messiah Yeshua, while

having the advantage of

being written entirely by
Israelis.

The Foundations of the

Faith explores questions
such as: What is the

Word of God? Who is

God, and what does it

mean for Yeshua to be

the Messiah? Grounded

in Scripture, the book

clarifies what it means

to be a follower of the

Messiah within a Jewish

context, and each chapter
concludes with thought-

provoking questions to

help the reader reflect

and engage with the

material. The completion
of this book means

having a reader-friendly
resource that is well

suited to provide much—

needed encouragement
and guidance to believers

in their walk with

Messiah.

I had lost my mind, but

today we see devastation

all around us - wars

and rumors of wars,

earthquakes, hurricanes,

mass shootings, etc.

I believe that we all

understand that our time

on this earth is borrowed,

and how we live matters.

Let us continue to ready
ourselves for His return,

but not forget to also

prepare others.

Until the Day of His

Return!
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Although originally
written in Hebrew, the

book has now been

translated to Russian and

English and is now being
translated to Spanish
as well! This book is not

just forJewish believers

in Messiah, however. It

is also a wonderful tool

for Gentile believers

who want to get a more

authentic understanding
of faith in Messiah

Yeshua. And of course,

it is a great tool for our

Jewish family and friends

who do not yet know

Messiah, to get to know

Him from a Hebraic

perspective. If you are

interested in getting a

copy of the book, or want

more information, please
check out our website

under the "Resources"

tab.
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We have revamped our site to be more user—friendly to keep you updated on our ministry and current events in Israel. We also have numerous

resources to educate and equip on issues of faith, discipleship, and the Word to keep your walk with the Lord strong! Visit us today!
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In order to accomplish the great work the Lord has for us, we do need your prayer and financial support.

Please prayerfully consider supporting the Hope for Israel ministry.

Please make all checks payable to Hope for Israel or donate online at www.hope4israel.org.
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