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“O Israel put your hope in the LORD.. .”

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not keep quiet, until her 
righteousness goes forth like brightness, and her 
salvation like a torch that is burning.”
                                                             - Isaiah 62:1

Shalom! May the grace of our God give 
you peace and strength in Messiah Yeshua until the 
day of His return! It’s a very special jubilee year here 
in Jerusalem, as we celebrate 50 years since Israel 
liberated and regained sovereignty in Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem holds great significance for me personally. 
The headquarters of Hope for Israel are in Jerusalem, 
and most of my daily happenings center around 
Jerusalem. It’s so easy to take it for granted, and forget 
that only a mere 50 years ago, someone like me would 
not have been permitted to freely live, work, or travel 
throughout this city! It was around the time that we 
celebrated its jubilee in late May that I stopped to reflect 
upon this astounding fact, and really appreciate what 
an honor it is. What an amazing miracle this ancient city 
experienced during the past 50 years!

In many ways, Jerusalem is just like any other city: tall 
buildings, bustling neighborhoods full of shops and 
restaurants, and congested city streets. But, as you 

walk through Jerusalem’s 
streets, you are struck 
by her beauty, her rich 
history, and her unique 
character. You see both 
her ancient and modern 
architecture, and you can 
find people from so many 
different backgrounds - 
black and white, young 
and old, people from 
Africa, Asia, Europe, 
the Middle East, North 
America, South America, 
as well as Jews, Christians, 
Muslims, Buddhists, and 
Atheists just to name a 
few. What an amazing 
mix!

However, within this 
reality, there is also 
a tangible spiritual 
oppression in the city; 
the religious tension 
is very high and in 
some neighborhoods, 
“strangers” are not 
welcome to enter. 

Lately, I often stop to 
reflect on the purpose 
of this city. First and 
foremost, this is the place 
upon which God put His 
name (Ezra 6:12). It is the 
place from which He will 
eternally reign after a time 
of intense purification, 
and it is the place in 

which we will all one day 
worship the King of kings 
and LORD of lords. 

continued on page 5
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Jerusalem Market

by Netanel R.

This year in Israel 
marks the first 

continuous 50-year 
period of freedom 

from foreign occupiers 
in the city of Jerusalem 
since the days of the 
Maccabees over two 

thousand years ago! 
This past June 24th 
(Iyar 28 on the Hebrew 
calendar) marked     

the completion of 
the 50th year since 
the liberation of the 
city of Jerusalem 

once and for all from 
foreign occupation 
of the city, making 
this past year a sort 
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of Jubilee year for the 
city of Jerusalem. Few 
people understand 
the immensity of this 
miracle, and what it 
means for the world! 

The liberation of 
Jerusalem has 

created a much 
different and positive 
reality than that 
experienced during the 
Jordanian occupation 
in the 19 years 
preceding 1967. First, 
let’s take a brief look at 
Jerusalem’s history...

From the time 
of the Roman 

occupation, beginning 
about 2,000 years 
ago and continuing 
through 1967, at 
least some part of 
Jerusalem has been 
occupied continuously 
by a sequence of 
foreign nations or 
empires. Although UN 
resolutions have used 
the term “occupying 
power” to refer to 
Israel with regards to 
Jerusalem, the fact is 
that there has never 
been a local people 
group, other than the 
Jewish state of Israel, 
that has exercised 

governmental 
authority over the city 
of Jerusalem. Every 
other people group 
that has controlled 
the city of Jerusalem 
throughout history 
has been a foreign 
occupier that has often 
neglected the rights of 
local people groups, 
including both Jewish 
and Arab residents of 
the city. Since Israel’s 
liberation of the city, 
all people groups in 
Jerusalem have been 
both welcomed and 
honored by the state of 
Israel.

Since the time of 
the Roman Empire 

until the recent 
century, the western 
half of Jerusalem was 
occupied by a number 
of foreign powers 
until its liberation by 
Israel in 1948, but the 
state of Jordan rushed 
in and began their 
19-year occupation 
of the city’s eastern 
half during the Arab-
Israeli War of 1948. In 
spite of the Jordanian 
occupation and in the 
absence of any other 
people group claiming 

it as their capital city, 
Jerusalem was officially 
recognized as the 
capital of the state of 
Israel a little over a 
year after the Arab-
Israeli war when David 
Ben-Gurion declared 
Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital city once again 
as in times past!

No other state but 
the Jewish state 

has ever claimed 
Jerusalem as its capital, 
unless one counts 
the crusaders who 
came and slaughtered 
so many in this land 
hundreds of years ago 
during their conquest 
of the Holy Land. 
Another demand 
for Jerusalem as 
the capital of a non-
Jewish state seems 
to have begun in the 
90’s, when the PLO 
began to demand the 
city as the capital of 
a proposed future 
Palestinian state. The 
demand for Jerusalem 
as the capital of any 
nation other than 
Israel, however, is not 
merited in any way by 
history or by any lack 
of freedom in the city 

today.

While many factors 
contribute to 

Muslim opposition 
to Israeli sovereignty 
in the eastern half 
of Jerusalem, one 
of the most likely 
motivations is that 
Israel brought a stop 
to Jordan’s systematic 
ethnic cleansing and 
Islamization of the 
territory during the 
19-year Jordanian 
occupation. During the 
Jordanian occupation, 
synagogues, churches 
and cemeteries were 
routinely destroyed 
and desecrated. All 
Jews were expelled 
from the eastern 
half of the city and 
a large number of 
Christians were also 
forced to leave. All 
schools required 
learning exclusively 
in Arabic (thereby 
alienating Armenian, 
Persian, Turkish and 
other ethnicities living 
in the territory then 
occupied by Jordan). 
The half of Jerusalem 
occupied by Jordan 
was so oppressed that 
even Muslims whose 

citizenship was Israeli, 
were not allowed to 
go up to the Temple 
Mount. Although a 
number of Muslim 
powers have occupied 
Jerusalem at various 
points in history, 
the Islamization of 
Jerusalem during the 
Jordanian occupation 
was by far the most 
oppressive.

In contrast to the 
19-year Jordanian 

Islamizing occupation, 
Israel has been much 
more embracing of 
Jerusalem and all 
who visit and live 
within this sacred city. 
Unlike the oppressive 
requirement to learn 
exclusively in Arabic 
during the Jordanian 
occupation, Israel has 
honored the freedom 
of its citizens to receive 
a quality education 
in whatever language 
they desire. Today, 
liberated Jerusalem 
offers public schools 
taught in both Arabic 
& Hebrew. Private 
schools also freely 
teach in languages 
other than Hebrew or 
Arabic. Schools 
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taught primarily in 
Arabic begin teaching 
Hebrew courses early 
on, and schools taught 
primarily in Hebrew 
begin teaching 
Arabic courses 
early on. Some 
schools are even 
taught half the 
day in Arabic 
and half the 
day in Hebrew 
in order to 
promote greater 
understanding 
between native 
speakers of 
both languages. 
This is the positive 
pluralistic Jerusalem 
of today, under 
Israeli governance, 
something that hasn’t 
happened during any 
other time in history!

In any of Jerusalem’s 
many museums, 

Israelis and visitors 
to Israel alike are 
faced with a very 
balanced presentation 
of the entire 
documented history 
of Jerusalem. Rather 
than attempting to 
erase non-Jewish 
history in Jerusalem, 
Israel has rather 

celebrated the full 
story and presented 
every period of 
history as being an 
integral part of what 

makes Jerusalem 
what it is today. That 
is to say, unlike the 
ethnic cleansing 
and systematic 
Islamization that 
took place during the 
Jordanian occupation, 
Israel has rather 
chosen to present 
people with the 
freedom to look at the 
whole documented 
history of Jerusalem 
(and Israel as a whole) 
and to celebrate 
those details that are 
most relevant to each 
individual—whether 
that individual be of 
Jewish, Christian or 

Muslim descent.

So many wonderful 
things are 

happening in 

Jerusalem today! Once 
again, Christian Arabs 
(who were pressured 
to leave during 
the Islamization of 
Jerusalem under the 
Jordanian occupation) 
are returning to their 
homes in Jerusalem. 
Jews have also 
returned to living 
safely in the eastern 
half of the city. The 
promise to embrace 
people of all faiths is 
clear for all who visit 
the city today—Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim 
visitors to the city 
from a great variety 

of ethnic backgrounds 
are also a familiar 
sight in Jerusalem 
during the numerous 
religious holidays 

throughout the year. 

While the city 
is clearly and 

undoubtedly more 
liberated than it has 
been for the past 
couple thousand 
years, we know that 
Jerusalem’s trouble 
is far from over. The 
opposition among 
policy makers and 
interest groups in 
the international 
community indicate 
that the time of 
Jerusalem’s being 
“trampled under foot 
by the gentiles” still 
looms large on the 

horizon:

“Jerusalem will be 
trampled under foot 
by the gentiles until the 
times of the gentiles are 
fulfilled…. Then they 
will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.” 
(Luke 21:24, 27)

Israel has not ceased 
to see opposition 

to its existence or 
to its sovereignty in 
Jerusalem since the 
first gentile nations 
and institutions 
began pushing the 
modern anti-Israel 
agenda in the course 
of the recent century. 
Scripture indicates 
that things will 
become worse for 
Jerusalem and her 
inhabitants before 
they get better. This is 
where we, followers 
of Messiah Yeshua, 
can actively intercede 
and advocate on 
Jerusalem’s behalf. Let 
us never forget how 
precious Jerusalem is 
to God (Psalm 137); 
this is His holy city, 
and it is our privilege 
to uphold her honor 
among the nations!

1967 - 2017JubileeJERUSALEM
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I also reflect on the 
enormous division 
within Jerusalem, from 
the millennia of wars 
fought over this place to 
the current reality that 
no country is willing to 
put its embassy within it 
because people are still 
fighting over her control. 
The nations are putting 
incredible pressure on 
Israel to make this city an 
international city at best, 
or to split it into a capital 
for both Israel and a 
Palestinian state at worst.

I reflect upon the great 

hope that I have as I look 
forward to that unique 
and special day when 
our Messiah will usher 
in the New Jerusalem 

(Revelation 21:2), which 
will be beautifully 
prepared as a bride for 
her husband. This is 
when Jerusalem will fulfill 

her ultimate purpose as 
His everlasting dwelling 
place, where we will all be 
united in eternal worship 
of our King.

At Hope for Israel, we’re 
all about bringing the 
hope of Messiah back 
to Israel through being 
the hands and feet of 
Messiah. One of the 
most central elements 
in the work we do is 
that of discipleship. 
We especially seek to 
invest in the future 
generations, and to this 
end we’ve developed a 
threefold vision, which 
serves as a framework 
within which we disciple 
young Israelis as we 
accompany them from 
the beginning of their 
teens and into their 
late 20’s. This vision has 
been truly life changing 
for many over the 
years and continues to 
develop and take on 
ever-greater definition 
as more and more 
people get involved.

The first expression of 
our threefold vision 
was born in 2006 with a 
small group of just four 
youth in what we refer 
to today as “NerYah,” 
a name meaning: light 
of God. As of the end of 

this school year, we have 
reached 95 believing 
youth in NerYah! The 
youth meet weekly 
to receive teachings 
while digging into the 
Word of God together 
and joining together 
in worship and prayer. 
We have also opened a 
youth center in which 
a number of games 
(including a ping pong 
table) and resources 
empower the students 
to enjoy healthy and 
frequent fellowship 
with one another 
throughout the school 
week. Finally, our youth 
also do outreach such 
as helping in a variety of 
volunteer opportunities 
in Jerusalem, as well as 
preparing care packages 
for our believing soldiers 
outreach.

Our Believing Soldiers 
Outreach is the second 
expression of our 
threefold vision and 
was initiated in 2009 
when we began helping 
soldiers and preparing 
the youth of NerYah 
for their mandatory 
military service. Today 

we have about 40 
soldiers who we serve 
in this outreach. This 
part of our threefold 
vision begins with 
helping youth complete 
necessary paperwork 
before they enter the 
military. We hold bi-
weekly meetings with 
the soldiers in which 
we pray and worship 
together and offer 
teachings that challenge 
the soldiers to get 
into the Word of God 
as they seek a fresh 
understanding in light 
of the unique challenges 
that they face during 
this defining period 
in their lives. One-on-
one counseling is also 
available to the soldiers 
as needed. Also, for 
those times when the 
soldiers are on duty, a 
few times each year, 
we send care packages 
to the soldiers in the 
outreach to let them 
know that we stand with 
them in prayer and send 
our love in the form 
of thoughtful gifts and 
notes.

The third and final 

element of our threefold 
vision began in 2010 
when we started to 
work with young Israeli 
believers who had 
finished their military 
service. Today we 
work with a number 
of young adults in 
this phase of life. This 
element of our threefold 
vision involves regular 
gatherings for young 
adult Israeli believers 
to look at Scripture 
anew as independent 
adults while enjoying 
fellowship with others 
who share their love 
for our Messiah. In this 
post-military outreach, 
young adults also get 
regular one-on-one 
guidance in a variety 
of areas including 
personal, spiritual and 
professional matters. 
We don’t just encourage 
participants to come 
and receive from Hope 
for Israel, however; 
a number of them 
also pour back into 
our threefold vision 
by working with the 
youth of NerYah. Some 
participants in our post-
military outreach have 

chosen to pursue further 
education and are 
receiving scholarships 
from Hope for Israel to 
assist them with their 
studies. We further 
assist students in our 
post-military outreach 
by helping them to 
search for any additional 
necessary financial 
assistance during their 
studies, and by helping 
with job applications as 
young Israeli believers 
transition into “the real 
world”.

Today many of those 
who have finished their 
time with us in the 
post-military outreach 
have continued on to 
get jobs in a variety 
of fields. Some have 
also married and had 
children of their own. 
At HFI we know that 
those who’ve received 
from the various 
projects that manifest 
our threefold vision 
will be instrumental 
in proclaiming God’s 
kingdom in Jerusalem 
and throughout Israel 
in the days and years 
ahead!

W O R D

P R O J E C T  U P D A T E

continued from page 1

O U R  T H R E E F O L D  V I S I O N

My dear brothers and 
sisters, until that day, God 
has entrusted us with a 
great responsibility, to 
stand firm for the truth, 
and to be as watchmen 
on the wall, proclaiming 
He is coming! Let us not 
be silent until the day 
when we will welcome 
our King once again with 
the words, “Blessed is He 
who comes in the name 
of the LORD!”

In His service,

Moran
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In order to accomplish the great work the Lord has for us, we do need your prayer and financial support.  
Please prayerfully consider supporting the Hope for Israel ministry. 

Please make all checks payable to Hope for Israel.

F I N A L  W O R D

C O M I N G  S O O N

PA S TOR S ’
S O L I DAR I T Y
T O U R

M A R C H  1  -  1 8 ,  2 0 1 8

EXP E R I ENC E 
I S RA E L
T O U R

S E P T   1 8  -  2 9 ,  2 0 1 7

I S RA E L - G R E EC E
T O U R

Join Moran and the HFI Team on a Life-Changing Trip!
For more details contact us at info@hope4israel.org

Only a few spots left!
Moran


