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“O Israel  put your hope in the LORD.. .” 
- Psalm 130:7

HOPE FOR ISRAEL
SEED OF ABRAHAM MINISTRIES, INC.

HOPE FOR ISRAEL

Visit our website at
www.hope4israel.org

925 Courtenay Parkway
Merritt Island, FL 32953

321-449-8671

W O R D  F R O M  M O R A N

Spring 2017

An Israeli settlement just outside Jerusalem in the Judea and Samaria region.

Shalom! May the grace of our God 
give you peace and strength in Messiah Yesh-
ua until the day of His return! In this edition 
of our newsletter, you will find an interesting 
and timely 
article about 
the Israeli 
Settlements 
(in Judea & 
S a m a r i a ) 
and Interna-
tional law. 
No doubt, 
this is a very 
hot topic in 
many circles 
nowadays, 
and unfor-
tunately, many followers of the Lord are not 
equipped to speak on it from a biblical perspec-
tive. 

And so, I felt it important to share not only my 
own personal views, which are grounded in 
the Scriptures, but also what the Word says. 
Before we proceed, however, there are two 
foundational principles that must be clear in 
order to understand the issue of Jewish settle-
ments. The first is that the earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it (Genesis 1:1; Psalm 24:1).  
The second is that the Land belongs to Him, and 
He alone decides who governs it. God Almighty 
gave the Land of Israel to the Jewish people 

thousands of years ago, 
and His promise to have 
Israel inhabit that Land 
stands to this day. 

Yes, Israel was exiled from 
the Land because of her 
disobedience to the Lord, 
which God Himself fore-
told (Deuteronomy 31), 
but God always had a 
provision for His people 
to be restored to the Land, 
which is what we now see 
in the modern State of Is-
rael. God is indeed gath-
ering His Children back 
to the Land of promise. 
However, it is important 
to understand that the 
Land of promise still be-
longs to God Himself; He 
entrusted the Land to Is-
rael to care for it, to nur-
ture it, and to cultivate it. 
But Israel does not have 
the right to do whatever 
they please with God’s 
Land! They can’t give away 
what is not theirs. And 
the world powers cannot 
force Israel to give it away 
for the same reason.

“For behold, in those days 
and at that time, when I re-
store the fortunes of Judah 
and Jerusalem, I will gather 
all the nations, and bring 
them down to the valley 
of Jehoshaphat. Then I will 
enter into judgment with 
them there on behalf of My 
people and My inheritance, 
Israel, whom they have scat-
tered among the nations; 
and they have divided up 
My land.” Joel 3:1-2

Judgment is promised to 
those who divide God’s 
land. As the Prophet Joel 
foretold, the land would 
be divided, which is true 
today. But I believe we 
will witness even further 
division of the Land, un-
fortunately. The current 
pressure on Israel to ne-
gotiate an illogical “two-
state solution” is most 
likely something Israel 
will not be able to resist 
for much longer.

In the Book of Zechari-
ah, we find a very similar 
idea regarding judgment: 

“Behold, a day is coming 
for the LORD when the 
spoil taken from you will 
be divided among you. 
For I will gather all the 
nations against Jerusalem 
to battle, and the city will 
be captured, the houses 
plundered, the women 
ravished, and half of the 
city exiled, but the rest of 
the people will not be cut 
off from the city. Then the 
LORD will go forth and fight 
against those nations, as 
when He fights on a day of 
battle. ” Zechariah 14:1-3

Here we see that God 
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When it comes to pop-
ular interpretations 

of international law, hypoc-
risy runs rampant. The very 
same people who want all 
Jews to leave the Judea and 
Samaria region (what they 
call the West Bank) would 
never dream of demanding 
that all of Israel’s Arab pop-
ulation leave Israel. Many 
of those who would argue 
that it is impossible for 
Israel to be a democratic 
Jewish state, have no prob-
lem envisioning a utopian 
Palestinian state in which 
all non-Arabs have been 
legally evicted. Since when 
has inventing borders for 
new nations that have 
never before existed ever 
created peace? The past 
century shows that such 
arbitrary establishment of 
national boundaries in the 
Middle East has unleashed 
a series of ethnic atrocities 
in this part of the world 
that have not been seen 
since the Crusades nearly 
900 years ago!

Large empires ruled the 
Middle East until World 

War I at which point, those 
empires were forced to re-
structure, thereby leading 
to the formation of new 
independent nations such 

as Jordan (1946), Lebanon 
(1943) and Syria (1945) 
among others. The borders 
of these newly invented na-
tions were not as effective 
as had been hoped and 
yet today there are many 
thinking that this is the very 
solution to the legal dispute 
that has gone on for so long 
concerning Israel. By draw-
ing a border between the 
Judea and Samaria region 
(known by many as the 
West Bank since 1948) and 
between the rest of Israel, 
policy makers in the inter-
national community have 
sought, since the 1940’s, to 
establish an independent 
Arab nation within Israel’s 
age old borders. It didn’t 
work in the rest of the Mid-
dle East and it won’t work 
here either. 

When it comes to bor-
ders in the Middle 

East, national boundaries 
are a fairly new phenome-
non (having developed only 
in the past 100 years). There 
were actually no sovereign 
states in much of the Mid-
dle East until after WWI. The 
Ottoman Empire controlled 
much of Africa’s northern 
coast along with Israel, Syr-
ia, Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey, 
parts of Saudi Arabia and 

the countries now border-
ing it, along with Balkan 
states such as modern day 
Greece. In fact, along with 
Egypt and Armenia, Israel is 
one of only three modern 
nations in the Middle East 
that truly adhere to the his-
toric national boundaries 
of their people. So why is 
the world in such an up-
roar about the settlements, 
which are still within Israel’s 
historic boundaries? Legal 
accusations (a preferred 
alternative to terrorism 
though just as damaging) 
stand at the center of in-
ternational opposition to 
the settlements.

As a result of the World 
Wars, the UN (formed 

in 1945) would later vote 
on and pass more updated 
conventions based on the 
atrocities that had just left 
a nasty stain on the pages 
of human history. It is by 
the Hague Conventions 
and by the UN Conventions 
that Israel is judged by the 
international community 
today. It is with these in-
ternational laws that some 
human rights activists justi-
fy promoting the exodus of 
all Jews from the Judea and 
Samaria region. It is these 
laws that are used to envi-

sion a utopian Palestinian 
nation, which has never 
before existed in history. 
And yet these very same 
laws may be used to hon-
or Israel’s historic and out-
standing achievements in 
how they have responded 
to enemy attacks from a 
number of nations as well 
as terrorists throughout 
the past century. Israel has 
not only handled enemy at-
tacks in an ethical manner 
but has upheld democrat-
ic values in protecting and 
offering citizenship to the 
Arabs within its borders. 
Israel is not in violation of 
any international laws. The 
settlements are entirely le-
gitimate. Even if a two-state 
“solution” were to be the 
solution to the legal dis-
putes that have plagued 
Israel’s international re-
lations, the settlements 
should in no way inhibit 
this solution.

So, are the Jewish set-
tlements within Judea 

& Samaria legal? Are they 
indeed a roadblock to 
peace as many throughout 
the world claim? Let’s start 
by rebuffing a few popu-
lar accusations against the 
settlements. Perhaps the 
least founded accusation 

By: Etan R.

against the settlements is 
that they are built on pri-
vate property that was sto-
len from Arab landowners. 
This argument could not be 
further from the truth. Isra-
el views as legally binding, 
all land leases that existed 
under the Ottoman Empire 
before the re-establishment 
of Israel. That means that 
Israel honors all Arab land 
ownership that dates back 
to the last time any nation 
(or empire) was recognized 
as the legal sovereign in the 
region. The land on which 
settlements are being built 
and expanded is land, which 
was government property 
under the Ottoman Empire 
(and not privately owned) 
before WWI.

Another popular accusa-
tion is that settlement 

activity inhibits the peace 
process and so damages 
the viability of the current 
two-state solution. This 
accusation is senseless in 
that it ignores the simple 
fact that there was no peace 
between the Jews and Arabs 
during the years in which 
the settlements were estab-
lished (the period between 
the time of the Six Day War 
in 1967 until the signing of 
the Oslo II Accord in 1995). 

Israeli   Settlements
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w
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Jews were already forced 
to abandon their homes 

in the disputed territories 
during the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War and such a tragedy did 
not foster peace but rather 
undermined what had pre-
viously been accomplished. 
The eviction of all Jews from 
Gaza in 2005 has also led, 
not to an increase of peace, 
but of war and terrorism 
against Israel. Any realistic 
agreement will honor the 
fact that the territory cur-
rently controlled by Israel 
is the eternal homeland of 
the Jewish people, regard-
less of who ends up with 
sovereignty over the territo-
ry, and so should be a safe 
home for all Jews desiring to 
return to the home of their 
ancestors.

Concerning the legality of 
the Jewish settlements, 

there is a sort of legal gray 
area when one considers 
the Hague Conventions 
and the UN’s Geneva Con-
ventions. By these interna-
tional laws, settlements are 
deemed illegal in popular 
opinion and, ironically, by 
these very laws Israel justi-
fies its policies concerning 
the settlements. These in-
ternational legal standards 
pull a lot of weight in the 

world today and are in no 
way being ignored by Israel. 
They may be interpreted 
as discouraging the build-
ing and expansion of set-
tlements, but in the same 
way, these conventions 
may be viewed as guide-
lines within which Israel’s 
settlements have been le-
gally established and de-
veloped. This is where we 
as believers must pray and 
listen to what the Spirit has 
to say concerning this hotly 
debated topic.

The most valid accusa-
tion against the legality 

of the Israeli settlements is 
that they violate Article 49 
of the Fourth Geneva Con-
vention of 1949 (to which Is-
rael is bound as a member 
state of the United Nations). 
And yet even this law, which 
forbids a state from deport-
ing or transferring “parts of 
its civilian population into 
the territory it occupies” 
does not definitively render 
the settlements or settle-
ment activity illegal. Israeli 
citizens are neither being 
deported nor transferred 
to the settlements, so these 
settlements in fact do not 
violate Article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention 
of 1949. Remember that all 

territory that was govern-
ment property under the 
Ottoman Empire is viewed 
by Israel as “no-man’s land” 
until a reasonable solution 
is proposed for a new view 
of national sovereignty 
in the region. Israel has 
controlled the Judea and 
Samaria region since Jor-
dan retreated from a war 
that it waged against Israel 
in 1967. In fact, although 
Jordan seized Judea and 
Samaria in the 1948 war, 
their sovereignty was never 
internationally recognized 
as extending to that re-
gion. Their presence there 
was always viewed as an 
occupation. Therefore, no 
nation has been recognized 
as having total sovereignty 
over that region since the 
fall of the Ottoman Em-
pire. In light of these facts, 
Israeli settlement activity 
and even annexation and 
extension of sovereignty 
over this disputed terri-
tory is neither a definite 
violation of international 
law nor an obstruction in 
the implementation of a 
“two-state solution.” On the 
contrary, the settlements 
increase the likelihood that 
a more realistic solution will 
be developed in years to 

come in accordance with 
international law.

Regarding rightful claims 
to sovereignty over Ju-

dea and Samaria, one may 
note the biblical witness 
to Jewish national history 
within the territory current-
ly controlled by Israel along 
with the countless and mi-
raculous military victories 
that led to Israel’s renewed 
control of the region in the 
present day. And yet, sadly, 
miracles and the Word of 
God are of little import in 
the eyes of the world today.

Money talks and the 
world’s version of 

“justice” also speaks vol-
umes to the international 
community. The secular 
world will be most im-
pressed with Israel when 
it recognizes that it is Is-
raeli money that has been 
circulating in Judea and Sa-
maria since 1967 (50 years 
already). Arabs working in 
Israeli settlements receive 
between two and three 
times as high of wages as 
those under the corrupt 
rule of the Palestinian 
Authority. It is the Israeli 
military that has success-
fully guarded the borders 
of that region since 1967. 
It is Israel that gives resi-

dents of that region more 
permits to work in Israel 
than residents of that re-
gion receive from any other 
nation. It is Israel that cares 
more for the Arab refugees 
within its borders than any 
other nation and seeks to 
help the refugees to leave 
the refugee camps and 
to integrate into society. 
No other nation (or orga-
nization such as the UN) 
has received or cared for 
so many refugees of the 
1948 and 1967 wars with 
so much success. When 
history and present reali-
ties are considered within 
the context of international 
law, it is Israel and no oth-
er nation or organization 
that comes out as the most 
excellent champion of hu-
man rights and democracy 
within the boundaries of 
Israel’s historic national 
homeland. When God’s 
Word and modern miracles 
are also taken into account 
it seems there is no better 
candidate for sovereignty 
in all of Judea and Samaria 
than the state of Israel until 
the time when Messiah will 
return!

Judea and Samaria region in winter
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will bring His judgment 
on Jerusalem in the form 
of gathering all the na-
tions against her. Yet, we 
also see that God Himself 
will fight these nations, 
which is His judgment for 
them coming against Je-
rusalem, and His people. 

What does this mean for 
us today? I believe we 
find a glimpse of hope 
in the same chapter of 
Zechariah, as well as an 
important clue to us, His 
followers: “Then it will 
come about that any who 
are left of all the nations 
that went against Jerusa-
lem will go up from year 
to year to worship the King, 
the LORD of hosts, and 
to celebrate the Feast of 
Booths.” Zechariah 14:16

The verse above speaks 
of those “who are left” 
from among the nations, 
which I believe, are the 
righteous Gentiles who 
stand for the LORD and 
refuse to join the nations 
in their assault against Je-

rusalem and Israel. These 
are the believers who will 
choose God’s plan of res-
toration over the nations’ 
plan of destruction.

My brothers and sisters, 
we stand before potential-
ly dark and difficult times.  
Of course, no one knows 
when these trials will take 
place, but we have been 
given signs of their arrival.  
It is easy to say in our com-
fort that we will of course 
stand with God even when 
it’s difficult. But the real 
test awaits us all.

So, it is today that we all 
must choose, the world or 
the Kingdom of Heaven; 
we can do nothing in our 
own strength, but we can 
do all things in Messiah 
who gives us strength (Phil 
4:13). 

May we all have His 
strength to withstand 
whatever may lie ahead.

S E P T   1 8  -  2 9 ,  2 0 1 7

I S RA E L - G R E EC E
T O U R

In order to accomplish the great work the 
Lord has for us, we do need your prayer 

and financial support. 
Please prayerfully consider supporting 

the Hope for Israel ministry. 
Please make all checks payable to 

Hope for Israel.

For more information, contact us at
info@hope4israel.org


