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Dear Family,Dear Family,
     Shalom. I would like to wish you a      Shalom. I would like to wish you a 
warm High Holy Days greeting.warm High Holy Days greeting.
     It is written in the book of Ezekiel:      It is written in the book of Ezekiel: 
ñTherefore say,  óThus says the Lord ñTherefore say,  óThus says the Lord 
GOD,  ñI shall gather you from the GOD,  ñI shall gather you from the 
peoples and assemble you out of the peoples and assemble you out of the 
countries among which you have been countries among which you have been 
scattered, and I shall give you the land of scattered, and I shall give you the land of 
Israel.ò (Ezekiel 11:17). (Ezekiel 11:17).
     Being in Israel this past August,      Being in Israel this past August, 
my heart grieved as I saw the division my heart grieved as I saw the division 
amongst my people during the beginning amongst my people during the beginning 
of the disengagement (the pullout of Israel of the disengagement (the pullout of Israel 
from the Gaza strip and some speciý c from the Gaza strip and some speciý c 
areas within Judea and Samaria). Seeing areas within Judea and Samaria). Seeing 
one Jewish brother having to expel another one Jewish brother having to expel another 
from his home was very difý cult.      from his home was very difý cult.      
     Since 1948, the state of Israel has      Since 1948, the state of Israel has 
been in a constant struggle to survive.  been in a constant struggle to survive.  
While it is hard to watch this struggle, we While it is hard to watch this struggle, we 
know that God allows it to happen so His know that God allows it to happen so His 
children will turn their eyes and hearts 
back to Him and accept the promised 
Messiah, which He has given to them and 
to the rest of the world (Hosea 5:15).
     There are people today who say 
that there is no connection between the 
modern state of Israel and the prophecy 
from Ezekiel 11:17. There are also those 
who believe that God has neglected His 
chosen people, the children of Israel, and 
has replaced them with the Church today. 
This point of view is commonly called 
ñReplacement Theologyò.
     I have chosen to dedicate this Hope 
for Israel newsletter to this issue of 
Replacement Theology, which is very 
close to my heart. This letter is not meant 
to attack anyoneôs personal theology or 
belief, but is intended to challenge all 
of us who are followers of the Messiah 

to read the Bible within its context from 
Genesis to Revelation. We, as the Body 
of Messiah, must stand for God and His 
word. 
     This letter is also a call to unity 
between Jewish and Gentile followers 
of the Messiah. ñFor He himself is our 
shalom (peace) who made both groups 
into one and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall.ò(Ephesians 2:14) 
     Itôs time for the Body of Messiah 
to unite and stand in the peace that the 
same Messiah who died for both Jew and 
Gentile alike gave us. During the past two 
thousand years, we see walls that were 
broken by the Messiah being built up 
again. As a challenge for all of us, I would 
ask why would anyone believe that there 
is hope for life and for peace when we, the 
people who are to bring that hope and are 
to be the salt and light to this world, are so 
divided?
     I would like to respond to those who 
believe that God has replaced Israel by 
reminding us of Godôs unconditional
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
ï a covenant that included the land of 
Israel as deý ned by God Himself. 
     We hold fast to the truth that we are 
saved by grace and not by works; how 
then can we say that God has neglected 
His promises toward Israel on the basis 
of their unfaithfulness to Him? Has God 
changed his mind and decided to abandon 
His covenant? Isnôt God a God of His 
word?  
     We cannot ignore Godôs words in
Isaiah 41: 8-9, ñBut you, O Israel, my 
servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you 
descendants of Abraham my friend, I took 
you from the ends of the earth, from its 
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farthest corners I called you. I said,  óYou 
are my servantô; I have chosen you and 
have not rejected you.ò God has never 
rejected His children, those he called by 
name, ñBut now, thus says the LORD, your 
Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed 
you, O Israel,  ñDo 
not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I 
have called you 
by name; you are 
Mine! (Isaiah 43:1).
     Israel was and 
is still Godôs! Why 
did God choose the 
children of Israel? 
Simply because of 
His love for them,
ñFor you are a 
holy people to the 
LORD your God; 
the LORD your God 
has chosen you to 
be a people for His 
own possession 
out of all the peoples 
who are on the face of 
the earth. The LORD did not set His love 
on you nor choose you because you were 
more in number than any of the peoples, 
for you were the fewest of all peoples, but 
because the LORD loved you and kept the 
oath which He swore to your forefathers, 
the LORD brought you out by a mighty 
hand, and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt.ò(Deuteronomy7:6-8).
     Some will argue that because the 
children of Israel have rejected Yeshua 
(Jesus) the Messiah, God has abandoned 
them. They say that today the only thing 
that counts is the New Covenant. This 
point of view contradicts Shaulôs (Paulôs) 

words in Romans 11:11, ñAgain I ask: 
Did they stumble so as to fall beyond 
recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of 
their transgression, salvation has come to 
the Gentiles to make Israel envious.ò And 
later in verses 25 to 27: ñI do not want you 

to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, 
so that you may not be conceited: Israel 
has experienced a hardening in part until 
the full number of the Gentiles has come 
in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written:  ñThe deliverer will come from 
Zion; he will turn godlessness away from 
Jacob. And this is my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.ò
     God allowed the partial hardening in 
order that the Gentile people will be able 
to also take a part of the blessing and 
privilege of being Godôs people.
     So, what can we, Jew and Gentile 
alike, as Godôs family, do? We must 
remember the fundamental truth that the 

same Messiah, through his death and 
resurrection, made the two into one new 
man to bring us peace. (Ephesians. 2:15) 
Thereforeé ñwalk in a manner worthy 
of the calling with which you have been 

called, with all 
humility and 
gentleness, with 
patience, showing 
forbearance 
to one another 
in love, being 
diligent to 
preserve the 
unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of 
peace. There is 
one body and one 
Spirit, just as also 
you were called in 
one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, 
one faith, one 
immersion, one 
God and Father 

of all who is over all 
and through all and 

in all. But to each one of us grace was 
given according to the measure of [the 
Messiahôs] gift.ò (Ephesians 4:1-7)
     Finally, I have decided to add a letter 
to this newsletter I received from a dear 
Jewish sister who loves and follows her 
God. Like many of us Jewish people who 
are disciples of Yeshua the Messiah, this 
sister found herself being persecuted by 
people who claim to have the same faith. 
I do not want to make anyone angry by 
adding her testimony; I simply want all of 
us to search and examine our own hearts.
     The facts are that in the Body of 
Messiah, there are two groups: Jewish 
disciples of the Messiah and Gentile 
disciples of the Messiah. We all belong 
to the same Body of Messiah. Let us 
acknowledge that we are part of the same 
Body and that we need each other. Let us 
allow each part of this Body to function as 
God designed it. 

In His service and love,
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ñBrother, look in my eyes.ò

Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem.



     My name is Aida. I am a native of 
South America and a Jewish believer 
in Yeshua the Messiah. My family is 
Jewish and three of my grandparents 
were Holocaust survivors who tried to 
come to the United States from Austria 
and Germany, but were unable to secure 
a coveted American visa. They were 
fortunate enough, 
however, to 
obtain visas from 
a foreign land 
they had never 
even heard of 
before- Bolivia in 
South America. 
This country saved their lives. I am 
the second generation of these strong 
survivors and grew up in a small close-
knit Jewish community in Bolivia, which 
is 97% Catholic. 
     When I was in third grade, my mother 
enrolled me in a Christian missionary 
school, hoping that I would have a godly 
education in a loving environment, which 
I did. The teachers at the school knew 
that I was Jewish and respected as well as 
embraced my religious heritage. One of 
the girls in my school introduced me to 
Yeshua, and it was a special moment in 
my life that I will forever cherish. I look 
back now and appreciate that my friend 
introduced Yeshua to me in a loving and 
non-threatening way. She cared about me 
and wanted to share the special love that 
she shared with Yeshua. 
     I continued to attend the Jewish 
community center and celebrate Jewish 
holidays, but I also had a special love 
for Yeshua in my heart. I knew about 
Him and prayed to Him throughout the 
remainder of my childhood. When I 
graduated from high school in Bolivia, my 
family embraced the idea of my attending 
university in the United States. My father 
visited different schools to pick the best 
college, and he ultimately chose a large 
Christian university in the South, thinking 
it would be the same as the loving 
missionary school I attended. 
      When I arrived at this school, I was 
only 17 and far away from home. The 
moment I arrived, a fellow freshman 
asked me what religion I was. I answered 

like I always had, ñI am Jewishò.  The 
student gave me a strange stare and 
told everyone that I was Jewish. Later I 
found out that they blamed me for Jesusô 
(Yeshuaôs) death and said that I had ñhorns 
on my headò. I was very surprised that a 
Christian held such a view of Jews, given 
that Jesus himself was Jewish. The same 

girl later invited 
me to her church 
and I went with 
an open mind. 
I arrived to the 
church thinking 
ñthis is Yeshuaôs 
homeò, and I 

was shocked when the preacher asked to 
ñconvertò me in front of the congregation 
as soon as I arrived. She had originally 
promised me that she would in return go 
to synagogue with me, but when I later 
asked she informed me that Jesus did not 
want her to go. This individual has now 
written a best-selling novel about her faith 
in Jesus.
      Anti-Semitism at one of the largest 
Christian schools in the United States was 
not limited to students. For example, my 
Old Testament teacher gave me a ñDò 
in his class after I clearly earned an ñAò 
when he discovered that I was of Jewish 
heritage, because he thought I was a good 
candidate for his denominationôs seminary 
school and I declined. If these Christians 
loved God, I did 
not understand 
how they could 
harbor prejudice 
towards me. 
I did not 
understand how 
my converting 
to Christianity 
would change who I was if I had already 
given my life to Yeshua years ago. How 
can people love Yeshua and at the same 
time have negativity in their heart for 
Jews?  I wondered if they believed that 
Israel is non-existent since in their minds 
the church had replaced Israel because 
the Jews had gone astray. Yeshua was 
the Jewish Messiah but he now preferred 
the Christians, because we, the Jews, 
killed him. What happened to the loving 

missionaries that I had met in Bolivia 
during my childhood? My ý rst encounters 
with anti-Semitism occurred at a Christian 
university, and I knew that deep in my 
heart this is not what God wanted. 
     After such a negative experience in 
college I hoped it was just that school 
and that surely everyone else was not 
like that. Perhaps I had only picked the 
wrong school. It was surprising to me that 
I encountered much the same everywhere 
I went in the United States. I was full of 
anger and confusion. I believed in the 
Messiah and at the same time I held him 
responsible for all the anti-Semitism I had 
experienced. If Yeshua was our Messiah 
and he came to the Jew ý rst, why was 
there so much resentment towards us? I 
then read the Bible completely through 
because I wanted to ý nd the answers 
myself and I trusted no one. I later married 
a Christian man and his family accepted 
me as a Jewish believer in Yeshua, even 
though the preachers at his church wanted 
to ñconvertò and ñbaptizeò me, as if to 
mark up a score on their conversion 
sheet. Bonus points for a Jew! I did not 
understand why I had to ñconvertò if I was 
Jewish and Yeshua is the Jewish Messiah. 
The apostles were Jewish and they did not 
ñconvertò but instead followed Him as 
Jewish believers. Why are we so different 
today? Why canôt people follow the 
written word instead of insisting on Jews 

being replaced 
as Hebrew 
Christians? God is 
the only one that 
has all the answers 
and that is why we 
have the Bible as 
the written word. 
In my opinion, 

people should be careful when they 
replace Godôs word with prejudice and self 
interest. For example, Martin Luther called 
Jews ñpigsò, but the reason was apparently 
that he was angry that Jews refused to 
follow his theology. There is one Bible, 
though some sources say there are at least 
26,000 doctrines of Christianity in the 
United States. Who is right? I chose to 
follow the written word of God and I ý nd 

A Personal Testimony
Can I Be Jewish And Believe In Jesus?

My ý rst encounters with 
anti-Semitism occurred at a 
Christian university...

I did not understand why 
I had to ñconvertò if I was 
Jewish and Yeshua is the 
Jewish Messiah. 
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no evidence that as a Jewish believer in 
Yeshua I have to ñconvertò to Christianity 
and abandon my Jewishness. I attended 
my husbandôs church for the next ten 
years, but never came to terms with who I 
was religiously, as if I was a believer who 
had one foot in the New Testament and the 
other in the Torah.
     This inner-conþ ict over my religious 
identity all changed last Spring when my 
husband met Moran Rosenblit of Hope 
for Israel who attended a Menôs Breakfast 
at a new church we attended with his 
colleague Tom Bradford of Seed of 
Abraham Ministries. My husband waited 
for everyone to leave and invited them to 
our home to meet me, sensing that I would 
learn from their wisdom. Early on that 
Saturday morning I heard the doorbell in 
my house and the last thing I expected was 
to meet Moran and Tom. I had met Tom 
before given that he was giving a class at 
the church based on Jewish history and 
the Torah and I had learned a lot from 
his class and I respected him. He did not 

know that I was Jewish since I was scared 
to tell him because no one in the church 
knew. I attended the church because I 
wanted to learn about Yeshua and I did 
not want to open a ñcan of wormsò. I 
just wanted to blend in with the rest of 
the congregation. The short time I spent 
with them was quite an experience for 
me. Moran taught me for the ý rst time 
that I can be a Jewish believer in Yeshua 
the Messiah, which allows me to be the 
Jew that I am, while showing the world 
that Yeshua is the Messiah for Jews and 
Gentiles alike. It took a Jewish person to 
teach me this, as I was void of suspicion 
that he was looking to his own self-
interests. The fact that Moran was Israeli 
accentuated the point.
     For years I needed answers about 
who I was and how to handle the pain 
of anti-Semitism. Moran was the ý rst 
person I ever met that truly understood 
my inner-conþ ict. We shared two things in 
common, the love for the Messiah and our 
Jewish heritage.  Moran explained to me 

that Yeshua is our Messiah and he is part 
of our Jewish heritage. He explained to 
me that I need to feel proud and not hide 
it. He expressed to me that Yeshua was 
Jewish and he loves us and that God has 
a plan for his people. I learned also from 
Tom that God has not forgotten Israel or 
the Jewish people, and that the church has 
not necessarily ñreplacedò Israel as many 
tried to make me believe. Furthermore I 
have learned the importance of Jews to be 
disciples of Yeshua and to follow him. 
     I only hope that many people in the 
church can learn to accept the Jewish 
heritage and understand that according 
to Romans 11, the church has been 
grafted into the olive tree of Israel.  It is 
comforting to me and my husband that 
our child, our family, is ñone family treeò 
thanks to the Grace of God. I am a Jewish 
believer of Yeshua the Messiah, and I 
thank Moran and Tom from the bottom of 
my heart for helping me understand that!   
     Shalom and God Bless, 
     Aida.

     In order for us to better understand 
the different issues discussed in this 
newsletter, we have created a tour to Israel. 
As it is, one of Hope for Israelôs goals is to 
see followers of the Messiah from around 
the world receiving a heart for Israel and for 
its people. We desire to equip believers in 
praying for the peace of Jerusalem and to 
give them a deeper understanding of Godôs 
plan for this place. 
     We would like to extend a personal 
invitation to each of you to join us March 
10 - 25, 2006 as we explore Israel within 
its biblically historical context, its modern 
reality, and its struggles. 
     We will go on a journey like none other 
where we will learn about and meet the 
different groups of people who live in Israel. 
We will meet Arab people, Druze people, 
religious people, and secular people. We 
will explore difý cult issues facing Israel 
today, such as the security fence, the Israeli 
settlements within Judea and Samaria, 
Syriaôs conditions for peace, as well as 
hearing ý rst-hand from families who have 
been victims of terror.        

A Personal Testimony, contôd.

In order to accomplish the great work the Lord has for us, we 
do need your prayer and ý nancial support. Please prayerfully 
consider supporting the Hope for Israel ministry. 
Please make all checks payable to Hope for Israel.
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     We will meet Jewish and Arab believers 
in the Land and hear their testimonies 
along with the difý culties of living in the 
Land. We will explore the different cultures 
within Israel; for example, we will enjoy 
a traditional lunch in a Druze village, 
experience an exciting evening in a Bedouin 
tent with a traditional dinner and optional 
camel ride, visit a Kibbutz and learn about 
this unique way of life, and spend time with 
families during a Shabbat dinner. 
     And of course, we will walk in the 
footsteps of our Messiah, which will give us 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of 
Him and the Bible. 
     For a free brochure, please email us at 
tourisrael@hope4israel.orgtourisrael@hope4israel.org or leave us a tourisrael@hope4israel.org or leave us a tourisrael@hope4israel.org
message at (818) 448-9818.  


